CEZL=2PHAIS

This could well be terwsed the resurrection issue, 1lnasauch as a
whole year and a half have gons by since Celevhals was in a Fara sailing.
Teaching, in addition to wy regular job, moving, a new car, a trip of a
month west, and mostly a general laziness have all contributed to the non-
appearance; I hope tlie next issue will coue soonere In fact, I find that
it is easier to publish every three or four wmoaths — when things are fresh
and argucents are rumniag through your .ind - than once every lustruame
Zut, tise will tell.

Turn Sackwards, C Tiieesas.

4 Llook at the Slst mailings
Toilchen: ot having watched the conveations - beingone of the few hold-
outs in .‘ashington sans television, .;erely radio end phono -~ 1 cen't com—
:ent specifically on Dignitye. However, I believe what 1s objected to uore
than anythiong else is the lack of rusﬁect that a lot of delegates seem to
haves «fter all, they aren't at a coavention for fun ~ fun is incidental,
but not of priue aim -~ but to choose the :uen from whon the voters of :izerica
will have to select the leader of the country for the next Jour years. (I'n
tyolng this just after the cctual inaujuration; the last few days have been
a wixbture of whoonsla and crowds in Jashinzton, with a lot of the native
resideants stayiag out ol the dowa~town arsa. The actual inavguration, tho,
wag very simple, very sincere, a.id with none of the carnival atmospheres)
Inforuality in a convention is all right; in fact, ialoraality is a good
idea, since it will keep thiugs opened ups; and prevent a "steaw—roller"
action (izost of the ti.e)e 3ut the delegates should have soue sease of
crosortion and not tura it iato 2 circuse The reviews are too short and
two ew; I realize that the .pralachian Trail is a big 11ducement to stop
typing, but ia winter.... The "doetry'on the last page doesn 't reister
with wes It rewinds we of the delfinition of prose and »oetry I once reads
This is orose; This

is

poetrye.
(/hite space and poetry at oacel) Generally, I lized the tone o> the mag.

Larsi lloted and interesting reviews. Cae little note in the review

of 3ait lox intrigued .se. g 78 recordiuzs, it (interoretation) was

not very noticeavle. Posgsibly because tiie 738 were only popular or follk
wusice "I lmow thut others besides 3ill will juwup on tiis froa the classical
point of view (three full cabinets of 73s arc gtarins me in the face) but

I guess Laney and I are the oaly jazz colleciors ia Fulae anyway, foll
inugic, which includes jazz, dejends even wore on inter:retation than classical
uusicy since it is folk musie, it nortrays the feelings of the neople, and
requlres a real interpretative skill to do righte I know a lot of people
can't see jazz, the bluea, or such, but when soueons lile Louls or Johnay
dJodds, or 3essie turna loose on a blues, you really feel its There 1s a
comparable situation in ojera. Take the clock scene from Joris; I've heard
it sung, over the air, in person, and on records, & nwsber of ti.ese In
general everyone -+ got the right notes; only twice have I heard a singer who
could malze you feel that here was the Czar 3oris, seeing the image of the
wurdered Dmitri, Ch; Cha'lapin could do it; the new recordiiy of 3sris with

3oris Ohristoff does ite J{r consider Carmens. IHow nany sincers malze you gzet
the idea of the real Carmen? Very few. !.ost of them just sings, The

sawe is true in jazz and foll music - not in popular dance muszzj in general.



enyway, I lile Larlc.

Revoltin' Zevelopment: The saga of the trip to Portland reminds me of the
trip lagt suamer - to the same region, but further north and south, =2ud $0CO
silzs of ite UOtherwise—aoteds

Egg}zon93(52) azain the old standby of faPA., I enfjoyed the Hoffmann
articie; one of theae days, when I secm to have a little spnare tiue, Itw
cniaz to Jiz out the Tales aud read them aszuine Harry's experiences with
-ugsian reaind ae of soue of wines In wy work I have to read cheanical and
20 sicrl articles in any and "all languages ~ or at least malle a stub at
the.e S0, I decided that iussan would be a good »Hlace to start, since there
8 a lot of stuff in that lanzusze., I drooped it alter a few moaths, since
he eflort of tryias to unscramble the gram:er wasia't worth the results as
ar ag the job wasg c-ucerneds

G

Fy ok pos

Lizht (521): Les in one of his anti-religiovs = or better .ight be anti-church-
moodse actually, I thinlz that you'll find that the wost commnonly accepted
belie? auony lay 3ible scholars is that the text as we have it is actually
ceveral different things: e code of laws, ethics, worsls, etc for the ancient
gewislh racea; a history - partislly lezendary and partially actual - of the
sa.ie peoples; socetry ~the Song of Songs — and religious propheciea and
ser.onse That would be the old testa.ent (should be casitaliaed)s The T
iacludes the histories — Gogpels — written .any years after from second—hand
gsources (an analvais of the four Gos)els as to source was quite interestinog
way back in a colle;e course); the sermons and admcnish..eats, etce These
are of course selected fro: other similar .eaterial, the selection belng made
about 300-500 4D (2 uess, it mey be as late as 700). 4anyway, there is not
the tendency today to taze the Bible as a literal .+ thing, but as a
huaen docwaeent.

Jiscussion on sex in sf interesting - but aren't a nuaber
of the magazines awalienin; to the fact that soiiethiag anrs than the cover
ust be includeds 3Startlings "The Lovers" is a very high class illustration
0of the trend; de Cawup has covered the field sosevhat too. There ssems to be
a trend away Trou the word Spicy - it has too obvious a weaning and such
.azaziazs would be pounced ulon in wany places by wouwen's groups, ctce

Tuclzer Hotel: iHotede It laclis the elan of Lele.

Unasked Uninion: iIf the last (60) wailing wes dus +to a semi~defunch
srganization, what would soss of the years—gone—by rallings be duc to?
i cen revember mailings with 100 pajes, and with only a dozen contributors.
8 one of the old-itimers denounced I feel that the 6lst mailing — althouzh
I uissed it (see post-mailings, tho) - is a goocd mailing, and there are
geveral of us represeanted — .arner, Oroutch, Tuc:ier (gad, az I that old a
ecber; must be, siance only 3pesr, Jarner, [ucker (in and out, lil:e me),
Train (do), Moslovitz (do?), Perdue were in when I joined first.) — are
repregented, and gseveral wore are aduitedly just as dead as a nuwber of the
new onese . and yet there are sowe who publish only once a year, wvhose single
efCort is nmore enjoyabls than the vast reams of moterial spewed forth by
dtlisrss

an anti-rogoist in our widst! I can assure you that at least one Fichn
doesn't put on an act about 1iins Pozos I will agree that there are tiaes
when it drags a little, but most of the time it is full of delighiful sly
satire, and several tises has nhit the nail on the head with very pointed
conrignt on duerican morals, Actually, in our office there are four out of
nine chemists who are rose fanciers (sae that 7ive, I forsot to count my-—
gelf?), It has much the sawe effect that litile abner (canitalize, please)




rnas when Capp ta':es sowe of his swipes at american customs. Poge, tho,
does it in a much gentler way. I like Pogo.

Anyway, I still enjoy resading
G.Carr; I always have to stop tyving to reread.

Stefantasy 25¢ Amen to page 3; otherwise, beautiful to look at and
enjoyable.

sherteircuit oted, enjoyed, but nothing tc comment one I guess I'm just
haviag a little trouble getting bek in the swing of commenting on comrtanto
cn comments ONeese

Trouble's Child: I'm not a poet, and I don't appreciate most of it. Ilotede

Matter of Io moment: Two of en's puzzle lines have me $sumped; the key word
is easy, thoes One of these days I may zet enough time and energy to finish
the ileird Tales index I've got starteds more chatter, Kene

Glcricus Spool: Iloted and interesti.ag.

Pottery Leaflet: IToted.

Tlook: It loo'ts as if we have 1in 'inne a new and interesting writer.
Confusion prevailed did exactly that for aue when I read it = for the frst

couple of pages I was wendering "What happsned to Amber?" Very enjoyable
raubling comuients on the last mailing - there seem to be several good mailing
reviews in thig mailings I'1l be looking for more \/inne.

Taczkor-hi: Another interesting ) first issue; one with promise of

even umcre to  cores hich for no good reason brings up an interesting point.
(%t least it's interssting to me) hy should we expect new FAPAns to

jusnp right in the wess the frst or second mailing the/'re memberse The
Tirst wailing they get is probably so close after their notification of
wewbership (romember that 45 day grace nericd) that they have no time to
got anythiag ine The second mailing deadline finds them woefully perplexed
as to just what-the~hell goes in the Fantasy A.ateur Press Association. Is
this the goal of fan publishers; is this - group of rambling dis-
cussions, articles, poetry, etec, etec, most c. which has nothing to do with
stf decing anything? \hat to 4d0? So the seccond deadline passes, the second
railing is read, some of the discussions and ccmments begin to make sense,
and here cowmes the third deadlins. All those grand plans for a big Fali
zag in sixteen colors have by now faded away; the actual magazine~to~bse is
8till a glimmer in the eye. And suddenly here comes the last deadline ~

do or get. So, they do, and we have a new F-PAzine, filled with the usual
FACA junk, for by now he has assimilated the FFAP FAFA gpirit. Hence, good
wags after a year; none of the cruddy things that so often appear at first.
3y which I 1mply I like Llarry 8 first effort - but why so formal with the

ree

br LLL? We're all friends here (usuallyl).

farh Tilet lloted: Read: Filed. Thanks, Eneye

Oblast: Typical Zney - 3eriocus and otherwise. Injoyable; reviews ditto.
Srifapac: “nother new one. Format somewhat unneat — tiie will take care of
that I guess - but the material worth readiag. Comments on 100 mailing —

3y accident I turned two pazes snd missed the title — took a little while

to sink in. Come again, David.

?air Hair: 4 one-shot (f) that is worth reading. Iow all you have to do
13 sroduce the booke Jut why object to nonstopparagraphing?

Orill Press Style Sheet: I fiid it hard to keep to anv one style on one
stencil}



Looking Backward: Too swall for rcally awple reviews — and in parts

almost unreabable. I see we are going back into that'definition of stf"
roundatcut agains This business of cotradicting science is a littls

open for detate ~ on both sides of the gusstion at the sawe tise. First,
the definiticn must be applisd against the scieiace of the period during
which the story was written. An example, frouw a story that a large

nuaber of fans will edait as being stf — in 3kylark Three Seaton has a

ship filled with cubic wiles of uranium. At the tiwe the story was written,
this viclated no knovm scieace; today, the question of what happens to the
neutrong would male an awkward appearance. Science doesn't coantradict
itself; like all explanaticns of natural and social phenomena it is in a
state of growth, with chauses as new data are availables. The data, 1if
valid (not misreadings of instruments, etc) do not contradict scieace; they
merely contradict a theory (or in extrerse cases a"law") which are merely
ways cf describing the data. There's a big differencees The quantun theory,
the relativity theory, etec, uwset-thecries of science; they did not in-
validate the data upcn which the thecries wsre based.

Sky Hoolt 15¢ Full of meats. Blish on series stories wost interestinge One
might add for the record that Ray Cumanings wused three templates in his
writings — plot, gadget, and character - all his girls were the same (unless
they had wings, in which case they were the same) and m many of the char—
acters carried through stories. And then there ies ERBurroughse.... b

Lost
dorld of Mu looses its force by the contemporery series by de Camp, althcugh
here one doesn't have to get the rest of the crud that goes with OW. Atheling
most interesting; this . 1s one of the most reasoned views of the place
of stf in literature and of he critic in stf that I've ever read. 4zain that
matter of definiticn of stf rens up, with no lese than Sturgecn this tiume.
This also I think is not satisfactory,althouzh it is better than
mest; 1t leaves out a largs nurber of stories that are accepted as science
fiction, and would include so e that are not usually so considered. The
first one that pops to wind is "Arrowswith" by Sinolair Lewis. The reviews
themselves are -cod =~ much more than the usual "soandso stinks" tysee 4t
1east here we have soueone stating exactly why he objects to a stecry.

spec1ally enjoyed the review of Big Planet.

Boggzs has one of the best
review columns in the business ~ a file of his, Warnerb, and one or twe
others would give a good picture of FAPA. The quote from Jhitchead in "e..."
is wost apropos to the discussion above in Looking Backward. A most
enjoyable - thought-provekiag issues

FA and Poll: notedeo

The 3trazglers Arive
fen Orittur Comical Books: The fan's FOGO. Arriving before the mailiag, this
ig worth reading several times for the sly-po Pogoish details. Shaw has
really cauzht Kelley s touchs Even my non-fan friends like ite
Crux #nsatat Ioteds-
Fanzine Index:! 4ny additions to this? liaybe you are the only fan alive who
‘mows the missing dataj; give out with ite

and thus concludith the 6lst mailinge

CELEPHAIS, Jenuary, 1953. Volume 3, Ne.71, ifhole No. 7e Edited and published
by Bill Zvans, 3263 Quecnstown Drive, Mte Rainier, waryland, for the FAPA /624



Tre “Bagic" Funtasy Library

In the Jenuary 19535 aSF Fs 3. Miller reports the results of a
survey on the Basic Science—iiction Library and the Development of Science—
Flction Lilrary. Sowe tlwe ago a group of us at the Vashington Pcienco~
“iction Assoclation (./SFA) got tozether in a semi-inforuwal meeting — othor—
“ise known as bullsession - and got up a list of a basic fantasy library.
“here wore several restrictions on this — it was assumed that the person for
wica this was being developed had been reading since about 1948, hence
r~1lecbious of the best of receat years (Galaxy, t:.. MFGSF, Best 57 of «e..)
ucre omitted (This corresvonds with the actual case for several JSFaites,
who were the ones who thought up the idea in the first place.) In general
an attempt was wade to sclect boolts available in hard -~ covers, and readily
availakle in either new or easily found, inexpensive second—hand conditione
In a few cases alternative selections are listed, where the preferred one is
al.oet impossible to obtaiie

In the thought that some weubsrs of FAPA might
like the list, here it iss (Coupare with iiller's and with the earlierone of
Cerleth's in Ar':ham Sampler)

2alaer, Zdwin, & ylie, Philip Jhen Jorlds Collide & after Jorlds Cpliide
(available in one voluue)

Tales Before .:ldnizht & 15 0'Cloecl:
(availabls as Twenty-five Short Stories)

Jenet, Stephen Vincent

Jradbury, Ray.cnd
urrougtis, e Re
Capbell, John i, Jr

Cabell, Jauses Branch
Carroll, Lewis

Yollier, John
de Caup, L. 3prague

del Rey, Lester
Jdoyle, s« Conan

Junsany, Lord

Groves, Robert
flagsard, He Rider

-
-:@inlein, Robert 2
Heward, Rcbert &
Eubtard, L. Ron
Huzxley, aAldus
Jaizeg, nontegue Rhodes

Leiter, Fritz

Lewig, Ce 3.

Dark Carnival; Martian Chronicles

iicon Haid (The best Burroughs)

The Frincess (Cods, 'Tarlord) of lLiars
(Really one story in three voluges)

.Iho Goes Therej Cloak of Aesir

Lightisst lachine; Incredible Planet
Jurgzen (and many others?)

alice in onderland & Through the Lookiag
Glasg.,.

fancies and Goodnight

Lest Darkness fall; The Incounlete
Snchanter

ovednd Some Yere Human

Lost Vorld

Timwe and the Gods; Plays of Gods and Men;
The ¥ing of Zlfland’s Daughter

Hercules, My Shipuate

She, Kiag Solomon's kines, allan Quatermain
(available in one voluse)

The Green Hills of Zarth; The kan Jho Scld
the lioon

Skullface (The new voluuwes of Conan are also
worth haviag)

Final “lactout (and Fear, if you wish)
3rave Mew iorld

Collected Ghost Stories (thus avoiding
several small books)

Conjure Vife (in Witches Three; the rest
are average, but Leiber wmalies the bock.)
Out of the Silent Planete



Lovecraft, He Fo

Machen, arthur
territt, Abraham

lundy, Talbot
1LO00T e, Ce Le

Poe, Zdgar 4.
Quinn, Seabury
Saki (Ee He Hunro)

Sisak, Clifford Da
Sloane, .Jilliam ..
Smith, Ylarl ashton

Smith, T« 3o
Suith, lhorne

otapnledon, Olaf

Sturgeon, Theodore

Stevens, francis

Taine, John

VanVogt, a. Z.

Jeinbawu, stanley

Verne, Jules (out of orderherel)

-Iells, He Go
White, Ts H.

Jilliaws, Vharles
Urigzht, Austin Tapen
Iright, 3. Fowler

Poetry

Darlz of the ltoon — Yerleth
Star—+reader -~ Clark sshton S:uith
Anthologies

Caumpbell, John ..

Conklin, Groff

Healgy and i.cUomas
Derleth, august il.

The Outsider and Others (Beyond the ‘/all

of Bleep) (Uatil yous ship comes in, try
Best Supernatural 3tories of e Pe Love—
eraft)

Tales of Horror and the Supernatural

The Ship of Ishtar (If you can find the

Face in the Atyss, add it)

full bticon; Jimgrim; IMine Unknown

Judgement Night. (Even though it omits both
Horthwest Suith and Jirel of Joiry)
Gollected Short Stories

Roads

Short Storiss (alsc look up .Jhen iilliam
Came in his ncvels)

City

To Wallk the light; The Edge of Running Vater
Out of Space and Tiuwe; Lost Yorlds (no cheap
version here, unfortunately)

Skylark of Space; Spacehounds of IPC

Stray Lawbj; Turnabout; MNight Life of the
Geda; Rein in the Doorway; Skin and Bones
(In fact, get the three collections and
have then all.)

Last and First ..en; Starmaler; 0dd John
(0dd John in Viking Portable Reader of SV
is a bargain, with HPL Shadow out of Time,
Taines Before the Dawn, and 'ells ‘irst
tion in the lioon (I %think).)

ithout Sorcery

Heads of Oerebus

Tiize Stream (see 3tajledon)

Slan

Black Flaue; ..artian Odyssey

20000 Leagues under the Seaj Frow the Earth
to the iioon

Seven Fawous _lovels; Short Stories

Sword in the Stone (Witch in the Jood, Ill~-
tade Knicht)

diany Dimensions

Islandia

The World 3elow (The couplete version)

dine of Uizardry & Testamony of the Suns ~
George Sterling

The Astounding 3ecience—~iiction anthology
The 3eat ol Scieace Fiction and A Treasury
off Seieunce iction

Adventures in Time and Space

3lzepia; and the Dead

A few words about soae of the selecticias; since the list is admittedly a per-
sonal list — most of the titles were criginally suggzested by me, with otners
addiang their own favorites — it will emphasise authors and tyves of writiag

which 1 prefer,

In several cases bocks are listed which way not appeal to



Ic: 03 sevaral ef tucgolectlons are wainly of historical istereste
soc.2ry, L tove read and enjoyed wost o the books on the list (there are one
or two that 1've never been able to finish, but which others assure me are
wonder?ful — siace in general their taste is zood, I've included these books)
and feel that anyone who is intercested in the fisld sheuld at least lool at
o8t of them. They represent all styles, from frankly space—opera to very
orcfound flcvicnal dissertatioonse

I+ specific cases I've includsd iteams 1'd
li'e 1o say a Pew words aboute 3urroughs — these aren't great literature,
but they do wove, give a vivid vnicture of his imaginary werld, and in the iloon
..2id at least, 3uzrouzhs does somc of his best writiige I've read all geveral
tises anl etill enjoy thems I've included JWO's +ightiest wachine and sequel
29 exa. les of s.ace opera at its best and/ worst. These are typical ezauples,
ene.nt onerhass a little better nlotted and written, o the coswic school; super
cience with the cauphasis on the science, characters at the minimums The other
wo ol his iaciuded are the Don a4 Stuart stories, influential in chaugiang fron
ities te huwaanay although some of thew are overwritten to a reader now, the
¢ atil? »nacl: a terrific punch. Cabell should be better re:resented; wost
s8 I've tallzed to don't ltnow much about hiim, and don't realisze that in
rien (and several others) he has written wonderful (and quite literate)
fantaay. o ap.ologies for includiag elice; who hasn't read it. Doyle isn't
noun for his scisnce 7iction (9herlocls Holies is his monucent) but The Lost
<orld is goode msany is another rather neglected writer nowdays, at least
oy fansg, bul one whose stories, short and loag, and »nlays are aviong the most
fantastic and wonderiul in the Znzlish languzge. I have included only a sample
of his writlass; I recomaend alumost everybthisy he has written.

Robert Groves
Hercules ..y #hipuate apeared, made & little literary splash, 2nd disaiseared
quiety, with never a notice altsr frowm any fan., However, if you lilke mythology,
hers is a wonderful retelliig and rewor'sinz of the old myth. ulso worth loolk-
iag into is his Jatch the Jorth Jiad :fiises Hag~ard nowdavs is looked dowm
uzon in literate circles as old-fashioned, wordy, and other wore tellinz adjec—
tives, but his beat werks still rsad well, if sosewhat liesurely. Howard malces
no claisg o being anything but entertainuent, but Conan, Xing Kull, Brian the
Spearbreaker, ctc, are heroic in the style o an old epics Howard was
one of tne few writers who gave you a feelin: of actions “nd don't wention
s.iclzey Spillane? Ja.es! quiet little ~host stofies, in the classical vein,
are pernans the best of thelr class.

Ca 3. Lewis oad VYharles .Jil iaus have iuch
in co. w09 — both zre inteasely religsious. However, Levis uses his stories as
lectures in tusology; his characters stop to explain theology wuch as the old
stf hero stopped to explain his zadzste Jillians, tho, writes in a world in
wnicii the go-called supcrnatural is entirelv natural. Hisg writiazgs have a
slsty quality about thew; you hardly kmow whather you are in the waterial world
or the s irit — and neither do his characters. To be talen in small doses.

Talbot ..undy wrote about India - India %he nysterious, *ibet, the
exotic wsagt. ilis earlier stories were laid i1 the Mear Fagt, but later he
oved on to India. Hig later boos are filled with mysticism, but never to the
sxclusion of story. He had 2 curious fast woving, but slow styles I vprefer
hin to Hagsard or 4o Iipliag, although I rsalise thot Tipling ig a such better
writer. Vele.ioore 1s one of the best present day writers — weuld that “uttner
would let her writes Judgement Hight contaiiss none of her most fa.uous char—
acters - Jirsl of Joiry or .hrthwest 3iith, the two principal - but does have
go.i2 ol ae2r beat writing.



Someone nay question Quinn's Roads, but I thiuk it is a story
worth reading; after all, too, Wuina has been oune of the wmore influential
of .eird Tales writers, and this is alwost his only book presentatiocn.

i i Sald
is not all fantasy, bubt several of his short stories are, and the rest are
just worth readiag for themselves; a border—liae booly but one I personally
lilke very uuch.

Clarl: ashton S ith is another writer who has been neglected
receatly, and wost undeservsdly. «although soie readers £ind his prose too
purnle, the best of it cen svole alien pilctures as can few other writers.
Unfortunately the best Smith stories are available only in the scarce Arkhan
House editions. Swith .o 2, Z.E., deserves to be on any list of iafluential
gcisnce~fiction bookse. The Slkylark of Space, for all its corn, its wooden
characters and black—and-white morals, set the stage for the development of
the science fiction story into the cosmic, interplanetary, interstellar dowain.
Actually, his best story, or at least my favorite, is Spacehounds, with sowme
wonderful scenes of non~humanoid lifees Suith ilo 3, Thorne, is usuall coagid-
ered to be "erotic,""spicy," "sexy" and other such adjectives. True, he did
have an erotic bent in most of his stories, but I find that his comments on
hwean conduct, on the morals of the wmiddle—-class society of the'20s to be
the more siznificant part of his werlke Some of the scenes in Stray Laub -
the cur dog at the wild party and the dying man, for example — are most eflec—
tives The true fantasies iuclude Jight Life of the GUods, Turnabout, Stray
Lamb, Topoer, Toprer Tates a Trip, Skin and 3ones, and Glorious Poole =Rain
in the “oorway lives in a wonderful world all its own, while only the 3ishop's
Jaegers is non-fantasy. The £inal voluie, leoft incouplete at
Bmith's death and finished by lorwan Matson — The Passionate Jitch —~ is not
to be meationed in the same breath. It is only erotic, with none of Suith's
candid comments on socisty as he saw it. apoarently ..atson did a thorough job
of .editing when he finighed - literuily- the booke

Taine posed another problem.
The Time Streau was . either liked or hated; no one was lutewarm towards it.
3efore the Davm was wuch bebter thousht of by everyone, although those who
lited the Tiwe Stream preferred ite Personally, I lilze the Purple Sapphire
better. .Jeinbaw: is another who has shaped the course of sf. 4 iartian Odyssey
get the pace Tor many other writers, and the bool containg most of the best
of Ueinbawm s storiess. The 3lack Flame is, of course, his most fauous long
gtory.
lells deserves his place for the picneering work in making scilence fic-
tion acceptable as a literary subject, and also for his writing — his characters
are apt to be real, even on rersading —~ 1I'm doiag this right now. Islandia,
by dustin Tapoen .rightsis on overlooked book; it is the best imaginary
country story I have ever reread, I've introduced it to several others here
in Washington, and with one exception — he likes Amazing ~ everyone has raved
about it.
The poetry classification may come as a sursrise, but I feel that
poctry belongs in every fantasy library. Derleth has selected the best of
the weird poetry in general. O_e of his omissions - as I remember - is George
Sterling, who wrote socme of the best, mcst vivid fantasy poetry I know. Try
dine of Wizardry for an exauple. Any of Swith's poetry books is worth having;
all are soarce; the Star-Ireader less so than the rest (4n acceptable substitute
is Arkhem's Dark Chateau. )
anthclogies -~ the bettier ounes are listed; others could
be added, especially in the weird and fantasy section. These are only a starte

Good feading



